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New Year Greetings

A new year is here once again and it brings
with it not only a sense of gratitude for what
the past year has bestowed upon us. but we
also have the opportunity to look positively
towards the future. We must be appreciative
of what 2008 meant to us all. both person-
ally and professionally: | thank you for your
continued hard work and commitment.
ensuring that we sustain our position as the
leading producer and marketer of cement.
paper sacks. and ready-mix concrete in
CARICOM.

[t is also an appropriate time to make plans
for responding to challenges and opportuni-
ties. The year 2008 was marked by consid-
crable uncertainty, particularly in the form
of the global financial cnisis, Now more than
ever. we must be bold. In times of crisis,
when we are tempted to panic. | assure you
that the way to pass through the tough
times is o not be paralysed by fear and
worry, but to see how things can be made
better. We must work together and focus on
keeping productvity high. The Group has
prevailed in the past. We have been through
several rough patches butitis our long term
perspective, understanding and knowledge

of the cement industry that have enabled us
to succeed.

Many people have worked long and hard to
bring the TCL Group this far and we will
boldly carry on into (what we anticipate) will
be an even more successful future through
teamwork and partnership. We expect to
exceed all expectations and capitalize on
every opportunity. lt cannot. however. be
done without your input, without your
commitment to excellence. Let us therefore
continue to focus with dedication on the
institution we have collectively molded and
shaped into the success story that it is today.
In working together, we can achieve the
Group's mission: “To be a world class group
of companies providing quality products
and services to our customers and generat-
ing a supenor rate of return to our share-
holders through the optimization of our
human, technological and natural
resources.”

All the best to you and your families in
2009!

4aCp AZ
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Thc Olympic Games have come and
gone and with it there are many angles to
describe what took place during those 16
days of competition in the overcrowded
programme of events. This time the Olym-
pics can be looked upon as the coming of
age of the Caribbean. especially in the sport
of track and field.

One of the angles which jumps at you as we
reflect. is the comparison of these games
with those of the past. China did a tremen-
dous job of staging what was the most
spectacular event of the modern Olympiad.
It was not only the grand opening ceremony.
but the manner in which they proved to the
rest of the world how it could be done. We
must bear in mind that the International
Olympic Committee always expects when
they grant a country the right to host this
magnificent sporting spectacle. they would
make it better than the previous one four
years carlier. So that was the first huge
challenge the Chinese people faced in
having to do it better. In my four times at
the Olympics as a journalist. | always
thought they were the most perfectly
organized sporting events, and to improve
on them each time was a great human
opportunity to see. Ffrom Moscow to Los
Angles. to Korea and then to Barcelona. they
all achieved this goal.

The Beijing games can be dubbed the
Caribbean awakening. [t was just a matter of
time when the world would have to sit up
and take notice of the competitors from
these tiny islands. with so many setbacks
and shortages. but so very rich in raw talent.

At this point. [ must congratulate the Carib-
bean Media Corporation for its coverage of
the games. It was certainly what they were

hoping for after several previous attempts.
and not what we were served previously by
the overly biased productions. The introduc-
tion of former Jamaican track star Grace
Jackson was a revelation to its coverage. Not
just because she is a world class athlete and
someone who clearly understands her
sport. she was a Caribbean commentator.
and not just Jamaican, who taught her
viewers what it was all about. | only hope her
brothers in the coverage of cricket would
have learnt something from her.

The Beijing Games was one of two competi-
tors. Usain Bolt and Michael Phelps. These
two athletes simply excelled. It might be
casy to count the number of gold medals
each won and make a comparison. but it is
harder to win in athletics. for just about
every country in the world competes in this
sport. and swimming does not. but gives the
competitor many more chances to win
medals. The achievement of eight golds.
seven world records and one games record
was of equal. but may not be greater in
magnitude. to the three world record perfor-
mances of the Jamaican sprinter.



Jamaica won six gold medals in Beijing. just
think of these facts, they had a capita of one
gold medal for every 450 thousand
residents. Had China won, at that rate the
country would have earned 2889 gold
medals. China won the most gold medals
(51) and was the first country to crack the 50
mark since the Soviet Union in 1988. USA
won the most golds in history - (83) in 1984
when Russia boycotted the LA Games. Per
capita, China won one gold medal for every
25 million people in their country, for the
USA, one gold for every 85 million people.

In all, 958 medals were handed out o 87
countries. Another very interesting statistic
is that China won 27 of its gold medals in
judged sports, and the USA won four. It was
a good Olympics for Trinidad and Tobago
who earned two silvers both by track
sprinter Richard Thompson who finished
second to Bolt for the silver in the 100 metre
final, and the other when he anchored his
team of mostly inexperienced runners in
the relay sprint final. Others from Trinidad
and Tobago managed to achieve their
personal best times. and two others got o
finals in their respective events.

The government of Trinidad and Tobago
honoured its athletes in a similar manner to
the Soca Warriors on their return from
Germany and the FIFA World Cup finals in
2006. It will always be a rtalking point
whether this was the best Olympic accom-
plishmenc by a Trinidad and Tobago team.
Of course one has to look at the colour of
the medals won, and on that score Hasely
Crawfords gold in Montreal in 1976 will
remain ahead.

There were other outstanding perfor-
mances from the men and women of the

Caribbean and again, the Jamaicans ook
the major honours when their women
emulated the men. and some of them also
made it to the finals and returming personal
best times and distances. Now that these
games are behind us, we must begin to take
a look at the future. and the next Olympics
in London in 2012 will have many more
outstanding Caribbean athletes coming
through mainly due to the inspiration of
Bolt. Thompson and others.

A heap of promises are being made to these
athletes at this ime and pats on the back
from all quarters. which were not there
before Beijing so lets hope they are not just
another set of forgotten promises. The
Canibbean Games planned for 2009 in
Trinidad in the month of July is where we will
have to begin. This is what we will have o
use as a yardstick in judging the standard of
our athletes. We must not forget there were
many who did not come up to scratch in
Beijing. and we must make some honest
assessments of where they will go from here.
The women from Trinidad and Tobago for
instance. did not perform up to the standard
expected for such a competition, then there
were some who had their second and third
outings at the Olympics and once again
proved they had not improved enough to
expect to be given another chance. | always
believe that two chances are more than
enough for anyone (o come good. the first
chance to gain the experience and the
second time to prove yourself,

The powers in the respective islands or
countries of the region must provide the
kind of facilities that are required by the
Olympic aspirants and more efforts made
by everyone o make the Junior Carifta
Games an important beginning leading up
to the Caribbean Games. Many of the




Olympic stars have come from the Carifta
Games and many more will come. buc stll
there is room for others even from the
primary level of competition.

It was also pleasing to see so many athletes
staying with their home coaches and giving
them the confidence and respect they
deserve. This is why Usain Bolt was so
impressive, he did it his way, as he was
taught by his local coach. He was described
by an international journalist as one who
could run the 100 and 200 using different
styles. and doing it backwards. His joy is
infectious. his talent unparalleled and his
exuberance unfettered, for he is one "Cool
Dude” For Trinidad and Tobago. the perfor-
mances by rookie Richard Thompson were
truly exceptonal. He came "Out of the
Blue.” 5o to speak. as did some others from
his alma mata. Queens Royal College. His
was a real story of the Olympics. for he went
1o Beijing maybe as third best in the sprint
team. and | was among many of his country-
men, who did not give him the best chances
to mount the rostrum, being his debut
appearance at this high level of competition,
but he proved us all wrong. so wrong. We
must never forget that it takes dedication,
hard work and belief in oneself to succeed
and sure enough Thompson is endowed
with all these qualites. A real success story
of the games. and one which was mounted
with his humility and sportsmanship when

he returned and given the chance to say
how he felt about his Olympic expenence.
Richard Thompson is one rare breed of
Caribbean sportsmen today and with his
outlook on life he seems confident enough
to stay on the right track to do it better in
London in 2012. His technique and ability to
sustain his speed and focus took him to the
line everytime.

The Olympics was not without its usual
moments of controversy. for instance. the
world of Greco wresting was rocked when
one competitor threw his bronze medal
away because he was so upset having been
denied a place in the gold medal bout by a
controversial refereeing decision. one of
several at the games. A Cuban kicked a
referee in the face for yet another controver-
sial decision. These are just two of several
instances, which were highlighted. There
was also the query in gymnastics and the
ages of certain Chinese competitors. which
was approved by the FIG. the International
Gymnastics Federation afterwards, but who
still seemed a bit unconvinced and once
again the same stark realization that
competitors will continue to use perfor-
mance enhancing drugs. regardless.

Allegations of judging in favour of the hosts.
were often reported and once again we
might ask when were so many sports
included at the Olympic Games, which
needed judging for results and when were
50 many sports invited that catered for no
more than five countries.

The question will be once again repeated...
what qualifies as a sport. and what does not.
according to the ideals of the Olympics.
What's next for the Olympics? Beijing goes
down as one of the best sporting events in



history with billions of dollars spent to stage
this two-week spectacle of sport. Can
London do it better. and get it right at last,
and will the Olympic Games return to what
was initially intended? Can the Caribbean
exceed its performance and continue to
grow? Will the Caribbean Games offer the
organization and planning that is necessary
to assist the growth of the athlete?

I was hoping the Caribbean games would
be encouraging other Olympic sports to be
revitalized and provide encouragement to
others who may want to develop such
sports as weightlifting, field events for men,

hammer throw, discus, long and high jump-
ing. pole vaulting and boxing. which at the
same time would involve more qualified
administrators and coaches, so whenever a
team from the Caribbean takes part they
are given the respect they now deserve.

In conclusion. as we turn another page in
Olympic history. we must admit that the
Caribbean has a lot to be proud of.

Dave Lamy
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CENTRIN - Steeling Ahead of the Rest
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As Executive Director of Central Trinidad
Steel Limited (Centrin) for the past four
years, Trevor Bhagwansingh has seen the
Trinidad & Tobago steel industry experience
a great deal of restructuring with the emer-
gence of a new family of products known in
the business as straighten & cut

CENTRIN commenced operation as a hot
rolling mill for long products in 1983 and has
been a quality manufacturer of reinforce-
ment bars and merchant bars in the Carib-
bean region since its inception.  The
company produces a wide range of
products - rounds. rebars, flats. angles.
squares including mild and high tensile
steel. The plantis also capable of producing
special bar quality to meet customers
specific needs.

Not unlike the familiar rebars, straighten &
cut steel manufacturers can feed, draw.
straighten and cut wire in coil stock or
bobbins. According to Bhagwansingh, the
machinery required for this process needs
litde capital investment and its incursion
into the T&T market has made the steel
industry that much more competitive for
manufacturers, Additionally. steel produc-
tion has now become truly globalised. with
even China, an importer of much of the
world’s scrap metal, now involved in the
exportation of steel and steel products.

Global Impact

At present in Trinidad., there is only one local
producer of the raw materials - Direct
Reduced Iron (DRI). chemicals etc. needed
for the production of rebars and hot rolled’
steel.  This international company also
influences much of the world steel prices. In
a nutshell, Bhagwansingh says, “the current

state of the steel industry is affected by new
products, globally compettive pricing and
chronic shortages vis-a-vis world demand”.
As a result, manufacturers like Centrin must
pay world prices for the raw materials
required. Despite this. there is no compro-
mise on quality for Centrin production. The
company insists on using virgin billets which
ensure superior quality. strength and tensile
properties,  In addition, Centrins steel
output are air-cooled not liquid-cooled.
which according to Bhagwansingh, makes
for a more reliable quality of product.

Local Demand vs Supply

Even with the ever-expanding demand in
the local construction industry. Bhag-
wansingh is adamant that there is no short-
age of steel in T&T. Even after supplying the
T&T market. some two thirds of the
companys production is exported through-
out the Caribbean and beyond. Yet, many
local projects are using imported steel,
largely due to stipulations set out by the
external financing agency to the contracted
construction company. The difficulty with
this arrangement. states Bhagwansingh. is
that very often the matenal arrives rusted
after several weeks or months at sea. incurs
damages by cranes during offload and
delivery and arrives on site in an unusable
condition. Not to mention the possibility of
receiving product that is outside the
required specifications In any such
scenano, what is the recourse of the devel-
oper at that point? Sending it back will be a
costly and time wasting exercise. as will
storing it locally untl the situation is
resolved.




What the Future Holds

Over the years. Centrin has expanded its
operation into the manufacture of other
building products such as roofing sheets,
both aluzinc and pre-painted in assorted
profiles. purlins (Z and C). decking, reinforce-
ment fabric (BRC) in rolls and sheets,
flushing and ridge caps. Centrin's BRC and
roofing products are competitvely priced
without compromising quality in terms of
thickness. length or width. As a result,
Centrins BRC and roofing products have
proven successful in local and regional
markets

Centrin's current development is being
implemented on a phased basis over the
next five years. Stage | has been the upgrad-
ing of the company in all aspects of its
operation - mechanical, electrical and
personnel. Stage 2 will be to focus on the
North American and European markets for
their products, in particular special bar
quality (SBQ) eg. stainless steel and its
derivatives that are used in many precision
items - medical implants. commercial
equipment and much more. The aim is o
reduce dependency on their mainstay
product of high tensile steel and thus
broaden their range of product offerings and
of course, their revenue base.

Enshrined in Centrins mission is the

companys aim to be a ‘compeutively priced
steel and building material producer,
delivering quality products in local and
regional markets”. The proposed foray into
the international market may mean a review
and expansion of that mission statement.
As part of the Bhagwansingh's Hardware
group (BHSIL), Centrin is a supplier to
others within that group viz

* Bhagwansingh's Hardware and Steel
Industries Ld

* Dansteel

« Rainbow Construction

¢ Cantrex Aluminium

Trevor Bhagwansingh has been involved in
this successfully run family business for over
24 years, managing the [T aspect of the
Bhagwansingh companies. This exposure
has given him a truly global perspective of
the group’s operations and the direction in
which he will take Centrin as part of that
group. Already he is beginning to feel that
he has steel in his veins from growing up in
the business

Visit CENTRIN's website at
www.centrintc.com for more

information on the company and

what they have to offer.




CENTRIN started its operation as a hot rolling mill for long products

in 1983. The mill was designed by Danieli of Italy ond offers improved
dimensional occuracy and metellurgical properties compared 1o conventional
mills. Since its incoption, it has been o flogship for the country as o quality
manvfacturer of Reinforcoment bars and Merchant bars for the Caribbean region.

The plant's annval production capacity is 120,000 mt, producing Rounds, Rebars,
Flats, Angles, and Squares in various grodes including “Mild", "High Tensile®,
Stainless Steel ond SAE 1020 & 1045. Cenirin has expanded into manvfacturing
other products such os Roofing sheets (Aluzinc & Pre-painted), Purlins (Z & C),
Decking, BRC, Flashing and Ridge Caps.

CENTRAL TRINIDAD STEEL LIMITED

MEDITERRANEAN DRIVE, PT. LISASINDUSTRIAL ESTATE
P.O. BAG 297, COUVA, TRINIDAD W.L

TER |B68) 636-2940/4 FAX:1(888) 679-3073

WWW.CENTRINTT.COM
CENTRINBCENTRINTT.COM SALES@CENTRINTT.COM

MANUFACTURERS & EXPORTERS OF HIGH QUALITY STEEL

WD CARIBEEAN CONVEYOR 8




Information and Communication
Technology ...

A Caribbean Update




Huw does the Caribbean region
(especially the membership of CARICOM)
compare with the rest of the world as the
first decade of the 2lst century draws (o &
close? According to the official CARICOM
website  (wwwicaricomorg). not only is
Information and Communication Technol-
ogy ‘probably the single most important
facilitator of the integration process namely:
the CARICOM Single Market and Economy
(CSME)™ burt also its influence “in shaping
the process of globalization, particularly in
the productive. commercial and financial
spheres, is also widely recognised”. In recog-
nising these facts. the Secretariat was
mandated by the Heads of Government " to
prepare. by a participatory process, a CARI-
COM ICT Strategy with the focus on " ICT
as an instrument for strengthened connec-
tvity and development to foster greater
prosperity and social  transformation
between and among member states, as well
as the rest of the world”

CARICOM actively trnes to utilise ICT actvi-

ties and developments towards achieve-

ment of the Millennium Development

Goals. with particular emphasis on those

refated to income poverty reduction. educa-

tion, health, environment and gender equity

by means of:

e Creating economic opportunities and
contributing to poverty reduction

* Managing the processes of providing basic
services (eg. healthcare, education) at
lower cost and with greater coverage

e Facilitating access to information and the
involverment of regional organisations and
stakeholders through greater transparency
and support to networking at every stage

» Enhancing the capacity 1o measure,
monitor and report progress on the goals
and strategies

Notwithstanding the high hopes and ideals
of the Heads of Government and Techno-
crats. what is the reality of ICT in the
individual states - in both the Public Service
as well as the Private Sector? How much of
the Public Service has been moved from
longhand wntten in massive ledgers o
computerised entry of data? And even
where records and other data have been
digitized. how accessible are they to the
general public especially those of lower
income levels who may not be able to afford
a computer or even an internet connection?
Why is it that the processes have not been
streamlined in conjunction with their being
computerised?  Applying for a driver’s
permit or a passport should not entail
having to set aside one’s normal course of
activities for a day or more. and even the
renewal process should take no more than a
few minutes under normal circumstances

It would scem that the majority of comput-
ers utilised in public and private scctor
offices may be nothing more than high-tech
typewriters generating mountains of paper
for clerks to file. What is the cost of these
incfficiencies o developing countries like
ours? When one considers the cost of
hardware (one of the few things to have
decreased in price over the years) and more
importantly the cost of software licences to
equip one government department. it adds
up all oo quickly. A solution to many of
these problems could be Open Source
software. Instead of spending millions of
dollars for proprietary software, we could be
making full use of software that in most
instances s not only free from restrictions
and thus able to be modified but also graus -
free from cost. Because the English word
‘free” does not differentiate between
free=liberty and free=no cost. the commonly
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